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Pashley Down Infant School
Beechy Avenue, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN20 8NX

Telephone: 01323 730719 
Email: office@pashley.e-sussex.sch.uk
Website: www.pashley.e-sussex.sch.uk

 @pashleydownschool

 @pashleydown
   
Headteacher: Mrs Heather Godding
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Helen Evason,  
Mrs Emma Lewis
Inclusion Assistant: Mrs Emma Massey
Chair of Governors: Mr Guy Kingham

Thank you for showing an interest in our school; we hope that 
you will find the following information interesting and helpful.  
We are always pleased to show parents and their children 
around the school. To make an appointment to visit the school, 
please phone the school between 9.00am and 4.30pm on any 
weekday. Do leave a message if you can’t get through and we 
will call you back. The information in this prospectus is accurate 
at the time of going to print (September 2020).  

Design & Artwork by PRG Marketing Communications
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Headteacher’s Welcome 
Pashley Down Infant School is a unique and innovative 
school.  We offer an exciting learning environment with an 
acre of woodland, class allotments, adventure playgrounds, 
a school pond, chickens, guinea pigs and rabbits! You may 
even see a dog from time to time.

We cater for 270 children from 4 to 7 years of age.  
Academically, Pashley is a recognised leader of phonics 
in East Sussex.  We passionately believe that every 
child has a right to reach their full potential and learn 
through innovative projects and high quality first teaching 
throughout the curriculum including of course Maths, 
English and Science.

Our partnership with our families is very strong and we 
regularly invite parents in to be immersed in their child’s 
learning.  We would love for you to come visit us and meet 
some of our amazing children, talented staff and variety of 
animals! Our children are our best ambassadors and will 
proudly tell you all about their school.

Please contact our friendly office team and arrange a visit 
and see for yourself that learning at Pashley is indeed an 
amazing adventure.

Heather Godding
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A Pashley Promise 
We are delighted that you are interested in the adventures 
that Pashley Down Infant School could offer your child. 
Our Early Years Foundation Stage Team are looking 
forward to welcoming children turning 5 in the academic 
year 2021–2022.

The Pashley team strive to:
•  create a friendly and stimulating environment where  

all children can grow in self esteem and absorb the 
Pashley values;

•  guide all learners to achieve academically through 
fostering a love of learning;

•  nurture children to form meaningful relationships with 
their peers and adults;

•  respect the children’s natural interest in the world 
around them;

• encourage children to care about the future;
•  trust children to take care of the school environment 

and wider Community.

Please share this prospectus with your little one and bring 
them along for a tour if you would all like to find out 
more. Our office staff will be happy to help you arrange an 
appointment; please phone the school between 9.00am and 
4.00pm on any weekday.

The information in this prospectus is accurate at the time of going to print 

(September 2020).

A Pashley Challenge
At Pashley we organise our 270 pupils into 9 classes, each 
named after a creature that you may find in woodlands  
like ours. Can you spot all 9 creatures as you look through 
the following pages and find out more about learning  
at Pashley?

Our Pashley Values
• Kindness 
• Positivity 
• Equality 
• Honesty 
• Responsibility 
• Perseverance
• Resilience

These values are the building blocks of our school ethos, 
which create a tolerant and caring environment for all of 
our learners. Children are celebrated for demonstrating 
these values, receiving special awards and cuddles with our 
Pashley Values mascots, the Koala of Kindness, the Panda 
of Positivity, the Elephant of Equality, the Otter of Honesty, 
the Rhino of Responsibility, the Penguin of Perseverance 
and the Raccoon of Resilience.
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A Pashley Day...
Our weekly 21 hours of teaching is broken into morning 
sessions and afternoon sessions.  All dietary requirements 
can be catered for in our school canteen, or packed lunches 
are welcome.  We run an Early Bird club and Ladybird club 
for those children who need to spend a bit longer with us 
to allow for other family commitments, or just want to play 
and make friends. Further costings and details are available 
from our main office or school website.

7:45am  
Early Birds breakfast club begins. Drop-off can be staggered 
to meet your needs.

8:45am*  
The school gates are open! Your child can make their way 
straight to the classroom for early morning work.

9:00am 
The school day officially starts! Your child will need to be in 
class by this time for the register.

10:30am  
15 minute morning break.

12:00pm  
Lunchtime begins! EYFS and Key Stage 1 eat and play at 
different times, but everyone gets time to eat, relax and play!

13:00pm  
Afternoon lessons commence, often with reading and phonics. 

14:45pm 
Front gates open and 14:55–15:00pm EYFS dismissed from 
bottom playground. 

15:00pm* 
End of the school day! Children are dismissed by their  
class teams.

15:00–17:15pm  
Lady Birds club runs with games, activities and a  
healthy snack.

* Some of these times have been 

changed due to COVID-19
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A REAL Curriculum –  
Rigorous, Engaging,  Authentic Learning

Our REAL Project learning follows the National 
Curriculum, but allows the children to learn in a meaningful 
way that stays with them.  The approach builds on a child’s 
naturally imaginative and adventurous way of making sense 
of the world around them, allowing for deep learning in a 
subject, whilst gaining academic knowledge and skills.

REAL projects build a Rigorous, Engaging, Authentic, 
Learning based curriculum.  With real life links, trips and 
expert visitors, the children have hands on learning that is 
current, interesting and has a purpose! An example is ‘Start 
with Art’ in Year 2. Year 2 children learn how to put on an 
exhibition through artist visits, visiting a real art gallery  
and learning the skills needed to produce pieces of art. 
Through English children learn to write invitations, 
advertise the exhibition and invite the local media. In 
maths they learn about money to help with costs for the 
event. Finally they host their own exhibitions, giving REAL 
purpose to their learning.



Prospectus 2020/2021     7

English and Phonics
REAL projects create meaningful reasons for children 
to develop their reading and writing skills. Every project 
provides opportunities for children to read an inspiring 
variety of texts to build background knowledge, and to find 
answers to their project based ‘research’ questions.

Some of the reading and writing within the project will 
be skilfully ‘guided’ – for example, the teacher reading a 
text to (and with) the class or working with class ideas to 
model skills through shared writing.  There is also work to 
build vocabulary, and speaking and listening skills.

We use a phonic approach to teaching the basic skills 
of reading, following the ‘Letters and Sounds’ guidance. 
Once children begin to understand the basics of phonics 
(including blending sounds together to read words) we 
start to use our phonic-based reading schemes (Oxford 
Reading Tree ‘Floppy’s Phonics’, Nelson and Sound Start). 
Children are also taught to read through sharing beautifully 
presented quality texts in whole class lessons, and explicit 
teaching of comprehension skills.

We encourage the children to take reading books home 
every day to share with parents/carers/siblings/family/
pets! Reading is our main ‘homework’, and we encourage 
families to share a book as often as possible.  We ensure 
that children have access to a wide range of reading books 
from their classroom libraries, the Home-school book 
boxes, and the school library. In EYFS ‘talk for writing’ 
is very important, and so there is a strong emphasis on 
building ‘speaking and listening’ skills.  To support this we 
recite rhymes and sing songs, use role play and puppets, and 
we use high quality texts as models for children’s writing.  
We also develop our pupils’ confidence in speaking and 
listening through questioning, role play, drama, discussion 
and plenty of play.
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Maths
Maths at Pashley is taught through a Mastery approach 
with an aim that all children develop a deep understanding 
of the mathematical concepts they need in order for them 
to feel confident using maths throughout their lives.  We 
hold high value to the teaching of early maths skills at 
Pashley. Children are taught maths daily throughout the 
school focusing on fluency, reasoning and problem solving. 
From EYFS through to Year 2 teachers carefully select 
resources to help children understand the maths they are 
learning to a deep level, skillfully moving from concrete 
‘hands on’ resources through to pictorial representations 
then lastly moving to an abstract (written) approach.  
You will see from looking around our school, that Maths 
is highly regarded by teachers and children. Weekly prizes 
to the Maths Master of the week are awarded to one child 
in each class. We believe it is vitally important for our 
children enjoy maths, feel like confident mathematicians, 
and to understand the relevance of maths to real life. 

How can you help?
We encourage families to get involved with Maths, using 
board games, shopping trips with real money, baking, 
calendars, counting objects, sticker charts—anything 
that involves recognising every-day Maths, patterns and 
numbers! We are big fans of using the amazing range of 
online games and apps available to help children play and 
learn at the same time.  Avoid them becoming screen 
zombies by getting their brains to work during screen time!
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Science and Outdoors
SCIENCE – We encourage the children to take a lively 
and active interest in the world around them.  They follow 
the national curriculum, and use investigative skills to learn 
about life processes, plants, living things, seasonal changes 
and materials and their properties.  Throughout their time 
at Pashley, the children work scientifically and take part 
in practical experiments which help them to learn about 
their senses, living things, and the properties of natural 
and human-made materials. Our environment at Pashley 
Down is rich in learning!  We make excellent use of our 
environment; the wildlife garden, the pond, the school 
field, our allotment, the nearby downland, our Woodland 
and ever popular Pashley Farm.

Science is outstanding at Pashley. Our Science have been 
significantly above national average for the past four years. 
This year we are going for the nationally recognised award 
‘Primary Science Quality Mark’. Watch this space!

OUTDOOR LEARNING – Pashley pupils quickly 
become accustomed to our love of the outdoors, with 
our special grounds in use throughout the day and in all 
weathers. Mrs ‘Hutch’ takes the lead in helping the children 
to explore the animals and their environments.  Teachers 
make use of our outside resources in an engaging cross-
curricular way. Our inclusion team encourage children 
to use nature and animals to self-regulate if they are 
experiencing emotional difficultly, and use the ample 
opportunities for nurturing time and team work.  
Our allotments are tended throughout the year by class 
groups and volunteers with children reaping the delicious 
rewards of their efforts, and children love to check in  
on the chickens to see if there are any yummy eggs.   
We have reading areas nestled away in secret spots and 
many opportunities for sensory exploration and bug 
watching. Most importantly the children at Pashley have 
fun and explore the magic of their imaginations whilst 
experiencing the environment changing and growing 
around them.
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Wider Curriculum
So much of our wider curriculum is taught through our REAL projects. Curriculum leaders  
ensure that their subjects form part of a broad and balanced curriculum.

COMPUTING 
We aim to support our pupils in becoming computer-
literate by exposing them to technology throughout their 
learning journey and building on skills each year. One or 
more computers are in every classroom with interactive 
white-boards, and in addition, the children have the 
use of a good range of Computing equipment including 
scanners, digital cameras, iPads, digital microscopes and 
programmable ‘robots’. E safety training ensures children 
have safe access to educational websites and email.

HUMANITIES 
Most history and geography is taught through REAL 
projects, which makes learning in these subjects exciting 
and accessible. One of the key aims humanities projects 
is to help children to relate their personal experiences to 
an awareness and understanding of the past, present and 
future – and the world around them.  We teach children 
about history and geography through photos, music, 
souvenirs, artefacts – and by looking at maps and atlases, 
and through visits to the culturally rich and beautiful  
local area.
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CREATIVE ARTS 
Children have many opportunities to perform to parents 
and carers, in concerts, REAL project end events and 
plays. Each year we crown our May King or Queen, 
accompanied by dancing around our maypole. Visits from 
musicians, storytellers, writers, artists and theatre groups 
enhance our topics. Near the end of the year, Year 2 
stages a special performance for their parents, as a way 
of celebrating their final year at Pashley. Pupils learn a 
range of art techniques, including weaving, fabric and paper 
collage, clay modelling, printing, sketching and building 
sculptures. Our ‘Creative Cuckoos’ after school club gives 
pupils the opportunity to express their crafty, arty ideas 
with a range of materials.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Pashley is a multi-cultural environment.  We are keen to 
expose children to a range of religious and traditional 
festivals, and we celebrate the Christian festivals of Easter 
and Christmas as a whole school.  We use discussion, 
stories, poetry, pictures, visits and visitors, to help our 
pupils to develop a respect for the views and beliefs of all 
people, and to express a sense of wonder for the world 
around them.  We encourage parents who subscribe to 
religions other than Christianity to share their celebrations 
with us.

Religious education is taught to children in accordance with the revised agreed 

syllabus drawn up by East Sussex Education Authority. Under Section 23 of the 

Education Reform Act 1988, parents are entitled to withdraw their children from 

religious education.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Pashley pupils keep active through children’s gymnastic 
skills, games skills and dance.  They take part in one to two 
PE lessons a week per class either in the hall, or outside 
on one of the playgrounds. In summer we invite families 
to see the children show off their skills in our Sports 
Day. Children have access to large play equipment on the 
playground and terrace and the Adventure Playground and 
Trim Trails are used daily, on a rota basis.  We have recently 
built an all-weather multi-sport playing area on our field.  
At midday playtime we encourage the children to play with 
skipping ropes, games equipment and wheeled toys.  The 
school also takes part in inter-school sport and athletic 
events.  All children take part in our Golden Mile quest and 
Bikeability.  We have invested in training opportunities and 
specialist staff to enhance our PE and playtime provision, 
and are proud that our school has been awarded Healthy 
Schools Status. In 2019 we were awarded the Gold Quality 
Start Award for our commitment to PE. 
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
At Pashley we believe that it is essential to support 
children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) 
development.  We have a termly value theme which 
is linked to our assemblies and individual children are 
recognised for showing personal qualities such as kindness.  
Teaching of SMSC, British Values and Philosophy for 
Children is threaded throughout the curriculum.   
We also teach children to respect one another and to 
take a positive view of the diversity in the school and 
wider community. Our aim is to teach Pashley pupils to 
be responsible and creative citizens of their school, their 
town, their country and the wider world. Children are also 
taught the basics of health, hygiene and personal safety. 
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) lessons must 
also include sex education, but we ensure that this is at an 
appropriate level for our very young pupils. (Parents may 
withdraw their children from sex education, except those 
parts required by the national curriculum for science).

Every year, with the help of the Fire Service and the Police, 
we teach children about safe behaviour in relation to roads, 
water, electricity and fire. Children are also taught how to 
keep themselves safe through lessons linked to road safety, 
and ‘stranger danger’.  We support our learners and their 
families through liaisons with external agencies, partner 
work with Open for Parents and fostering an environment 
that is supportive towards both physical
and mental health, and wellbeing.  All of our pupils are 
encouraged to become resilient and emotionally literate 
through Zones of Regulation materials.
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More About Pashley 
School Uniform
•  Green Jumper or Cardigan –  

Available from School Office
• Grey trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore
• White or yellow polo shirt
• Yellow or green sunhat

PE Kit
• Black plimsolls
• White T-shirt
• Black shorts
• Tracksuit (when cold)
• Named kit bag

Jumpers, Cardigans, Sunhats, book bags and water bottles 
are available from the school office.

The Governors 
The very committed Governing Body currently consists  
of thirteen members, five of whom are parent governors.   
The governors have general responsibility for the 
curriculum and the running of the school. It is the 
governors’ conviction that all pupils should have equal 
access to the school curriculum.  The governors take a 
keen interest in the school and provide invaluable support 
to the staff and children.  The full Governing Body and its 
various committees, meet at least once a term.

Friends Of Pashley 
A committee of dedicated parents work extremely hard to 
organise fund raising and social events. School staff happily 
work in conjunction with the Friends to keep the Pashley 
community spirit alive. Look out for the Friends of Pashley 
Newsletter to find out about current projects, future plans 
and how you can contribute.

Links 
Pashley works in close co-operation with Motcombe 
Community School, Ocklynge Junior School and our 
neighbours at South Downs Community Special School, as 
well as other partner schools.  We share resources, ideas and 
good practice, as well as working towards a smooth transition 
for our Year 2 leavers.  We pride ourselves on striving for 
excellent communication between home and school through 
a range of media, and welcome volunteering in school. Pashley 
is part of the local community, for example through links to 
the Towner Gallery, the Eastbourne Allotment Society and 
contributions to the Food Bank.  We also have a close alliance 
with Stone Cross, Stafford/Fedration, Bourne, Hellingly and 
Hankham.  We work across these schools and share expertise, 
experience and excellent practice.

School Meals 
We are part of the Universal Infant Free School Meals 
for All Scheme. Packed lunches are welcome.  All Pashley 
pupils are entitled to a daily piece of fruit or a vegetable. 
Our catering is provided by Harrisons who also work with 
several other local schools. Harrisons provide a variety of 
tasty menus and work closely with our staff and parents. 
Allergies are catered for fully.



Have a wander…
We are so proud of our Pashley grounds.  
Use this map to guide your own Pashley adventure  
and find some hidden gems.

Did you find:
• Cluckingham Palace?
• The Bug Hotel?
• Giant musical instruments?
• A sand filled boat?
• The story-telling throne?
• A multi-coloured slide?
•  The Pashley Values board?  
How many animals are there?
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Pashley Down Infant School, 
Beechy Avenue, Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN20 8NX

Headteacher 
Heather Godding

Deputy Headteacher 
Helen Evason • Emma Lewis

For general enquiries please contact:  
Mrs Leanne Smith (Business Manager)

For SEND enquiries please contact:  
Mrs Emma Masey (Inclusion Assistant)

 
01323 730719 

office@pashley.e-sussex.sch.uk 
www.pashley.e-sussex.sch.uk


